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The Sustainable Agriculture & Rural Development Institute (SARDI) hosted its 2nd quarter Building 
Better Business Symposium in Opelousas, La. on Thursday, December 5, 2024. 

Participants were provided with information on marketing and branding, separating your business 
and personal finances, and personal testimonies from Dewayne Williams, CEO of M.A.C. Enterprise 
Consulting; Cliff Roy, Jr., CEO of PEN Business Solutions; Lena Charles, Chairwoman of the Opelousas 
Downtown Development District (ODDD), and Corey McCoy, part owner of Kitchen on Klinton, better 
known as KoK Wings.  This was the second of four meetings.  The next meeting(s) will be held at the 
end of every quarter with information to build on the information received at the previous meeting.  

The meetings are facilitated by Stacey Nevills, SARDI Extension Educator, through a partnership 
with Chase Bank and Julia Castle, Vice President and Community Manager of Chase Bank. The 
bank has allocated $30 billion towards closing the racial equity wealth gap.  This partnership is 
crucial in providing businesses and entrepreneurs with information important to the success of their 
businesses.  

For additional information on this program contact Stacey Nevills, at stacey_nevills@suagcenter.
com. 
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