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College of 
Agricultural, 
Human and 
Environmental 
Sciences Empowers 
Students Through 
Coastal Science CAHES faculty Drs. Jacqueline McComb and 

Crystal Vance,  and student Nickolas Lawrence 
actively contributed to the Mississippi River Delta 
Transition Initiative (MissDelta) by participating 
in the 2025 Eva Legard Field Trip. This initiative 
aimed to foster coastal and environmental 
stewardship, enhanced STEM engagement, 
and showcased career opportunities in coastal 
sciences and environmental sustainability.

MissDelta is a $22 million, five-year research 
effort involving 38 coastal scholars from 14 
institutions, including Southern University. 
The initiative seeks to address the Mississippi 
River Delta's challenges, such as land loss, 
rising sea levels, and ecological degradation. 
Southern University's involvement underscores 
its commitment to environmental research and 
education. 

The Eva Legard Center for Coastal and 
Environmental Studies, known for its STEM-
focused curriculum and partnership with LSU, 
provides students with hands-on experiences 
in environmental science. The 2025 field trip 
allowed students to engage directly with 
coastal ecosystems, participate in scientific 
investigations, and explore potential careers in 

environmental sustainability. 

Through this collaboration, Southern University 
faculty and students contribute to vital research 
and inspire the next generation of scientists and 
environmental stewards. Their participation in the 
MissDelta initiative exemplifies the university's 
dedication to addressing pressing environmental 
issues and promoting diversity in STEM fields.
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